Board of Trustees




Public Notice of Proposed Policy for Comment
Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf invites public comment on the following proposed policies.  In accordance with applicable state law, policies are posted for stakeholder review and feedback prior to adoption by the Board of Trustees.
Policy Title/Number
Wireless Communication Device Use 5028
Summary of Policy
This policy promotes a safe, focused, and accessible learning environment by establishing clear expectations for student use of personal wireless communication devices during the school day. It ensures compliance with North Carolina Session Law 2025-38, NCDPI regulations, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.
Key provisions include:
· Prohibition During Instruction: Personal devices such as cell phones, smartwatches, tablets, and earbuds must be powered off and stored out of sight during instructional hours (8:00 AM–4:00 PM), unless specifically authorized.
· Exceptions: Device use is permitted for approved instructional activities, emergencies, medical needs, or when required as part of a student’s IEP, 504, or ADA accommodation to ensure equal communication access.
· Residential Program: Cell phone use for residential students follows the established privilege system, designed to support positive decision-making and socialization. Video phones are always available for student use.
· Parental Communication: Parents and guardians should contact students through the main office during the school day; direct personal device use is limited to emergencies or approved accommodations.
· Enforcement: Unauthorized use may result in confiscation and discipline in accordance with the ENCSD Family Handbook and state law. Assistive or accessibility devices may never be withheld as a disciplinary measure.
· Review and Notification: The policy will be distributed annually and reviewed regularly to ensure continued compliance with state and federal requirements.
The policy reflects ENCSD’s commitment to student safety and upholding the highest standards or professional conduct.  It aligns with applicable state and federal laws as well as NCDPI guidelines.
How to Submit Comments
Please submit written comments via email to: mandy.armstrong@encsd.k12.nc.us
Or mail to:
Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf
Attn: Mandy Armstrong
1311 US-301 South
Wilson, NC 27893
Deadline for Comments:
All comments must be received by December 16, 2025, 12 PM to be considered by the Board.
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